
Introduction speech 

 

Good morning, my name is Terrance Loewl and thank you for joining me this LGBTQ+ history 

month for Filling In the Blanks! When I told my grandfather about this event he responded with a 

quote, “Whoever wins the war writes history.”  It was written by author Dan Brown and it sums up my 

thoughts and the realities of historical erasure so well, it could have been the thesis statement for my 

paper. At some point in time straight and cis people won the metaphorical war, and under that power 

queer identities have been swept under the rug for centuries. They have been labeled deviant and 

criminal. Obscene and unnatural. Research has been burned and locked away.  I could go on and on 

but then we’ll just have a tangent instead of a speech.  

But why did these opinions prevail? Were straight and cis people the majority? Did it come 

from fear? Fear of the unknown or fear of things not are not black and white? In the research I have 

done, there is no definitive or traceable root of these beliefs. They go too far back. I think that this a 

statement in its self. If discrimination against queer people goes so far back there is no clear start, 

what does that say about the length of the history of those that have been oppressed?  

Unfortunately, these hazy and untrackable opinions have thrived. They still live on and shape 

the world around us. The United States has two kinds of national historical recognition- National 

Historic Landmarks and locations listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Mark Meinke 

wrote in a National Parks report that only “.08% of the 2,500 National Historic Landmarks and 

0.005% of the more than 90,000 places on the National Register” are sites related to LGBTQ+ 

history. When you do the math means there are exactly 6.5 sites between the two of them. In 2016, 

the Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network reported that 11% of students nationwide learned about 

queer history at school. The Family Acceptance Project found that 35% of  LGBTQ+ youth did not 

think they could have a happy future. Imagine how those statistics might change if queer people could 

see themselves in history. 

As a senior at Nashville Big Picture High School, I have the opportunity to start making  this 

change before I even graduate. And I’m not the only one. Illinois and California incorporated 

LGBTQ+ history into their public schools’ curriculum this past August. Matthew Shepard- the victim 

of one of the most infamous hate crimes in the country- was finally laid to rest yesterday after twenty 

years and two weeks from his murder. While this week has provided us with brand new heart 

wrenching news from the White House, the community affected has a long history of fighting back. By 

being here today you are doing just that. So, thank you for coming to combat erasure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



● Introduce self 

● “Who ever wins the war writes history” by Dan Brown 

○ Smitty 

○ Historical pattern 

○ Sums it up so well it could have been my thesis statement 

● People in power get to choose 

○ Obscene, unnatural, criminal, and deviant 

○ Don’t want to go into tangent 

● Why have these beliefs prevailed? 

○ Strength in numbers? 

○ Fear? 

● Point about the unclear roots of queer oppression 

● Statistics 

○ National Historic Landmarks- .08% of 2,500 

○ National Register of Historic Places- 0.005 of 90,000 

○ Total= 6.5 

○ 11% of students heard about LGBTQ+ history in school 

○ 35% don’t think they can lead happy lives 

● Making a difference 

○ Me 

○ Public school curriculum 

○ Matthew Shepard 

○ You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduce guests 

● Speakers 

● Point out volunteers 

● Live streamer & Robert 

 
Announcements 

● Survey 

● Men & women’s restrooms on both 1st and second floor 

● Gender neutral bathrooms are on the basement level 

● Lunch- from Panera and provided by Asurion- will be served by the check in tables and eaten 

in room 121 & 109  

● Go over schedule 


